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*Spend a few minutes in casual fellowship before starting the Deeper meeting. 

1. A time of praise and reflection  
• What are you thankful for today? or What can you praise God for in your life right now? 
• (Internal Questions) Were you obedient to God last week? Did you discuss last week’s message with anyone? 

2. Biblical Engagement | A Deeper Look at Matthew 7:1-6 
• One person read Matthew 7:1-6 out loud with everyone looking at a copy of Scripture. 
• Explain this passage in your own words. You could even read a Bible paraphrase like The Message (available online 

or in YouVersion).  
• Take the next 15-20 minutes to discuss and apply truths from the sermon today. 

• The greatest threat to loving your neighbor is self-righteousness. Jesus uses the metaphor of wood to expose the 
the religious structure imposed upon the people of Israel by the Pharisees. He also uses dogs and pigs to address how 
they have been careless with holy things of God in an attempt to support their own self-righteous actions. This self-
righteousness of the Pharisees, or any religious system, is a performance based attempt to be righteous before God. 
This is nothing more than pride, and it is devastating to the gospel. 

• How does performance based Christianity/religion create pride? 
• How does self-righteousness keep us from seeing the needs of others? 

• We must radically eliminate self-righteousness. Jesus calls all of us who are driven by self-righteousness, 
“hypocrites.” He then calls us all to remove the beam of self-righteousness out of our own eye before we can truly see 
people in the right way (love and live like Jesus).  

• How can the regular engagement of Scripture help us recognize our own self-righteousness? 
• 1 Corinthians 13 teaches us to love in such a way that we consistently give benefit of the doubt to others. How is 

this impossible when we are filled with self-righteousness? How do we have this kind of love? 
• We must radically embrace the grace of God . When we remove the beam of self-righteousness, it allows us to love 

one another as Christ commanded us to do. God responded to our sin by sending Jesus. This is the evidence of his 
brokenness over our sin. In other words, God reacted in love and not frustration. 

• Romans 5:8 says that God loved us as we were sinning. What can keep us from loving others in this same way? 
• When the grace of God dominates our lives, it is attractive to a lost and dying world. This is why Jesus said that 

the world would know we follow him by our love on for another (John 13:35). Why is this kind of genuine love 
(love that is exemplified by grace) attractive to those who do not know Christ as Savior? 

3. Obedience to God (Internal questions - make an “I will” statement to yourself) 
• Will you take action to eliminate self-righteousness in your life? Will you see people as valuable as you see yourself? 
• Will you love one another as a grace-filled follower of Christ? 
• Will you embrace the grace of God and allow it to define you this week? 

4. Praying Together 
• What is one thing we can pray with you about today? 
• Is there someone you know who needs prayer right now?


